
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT DELIGHTED

WITH PLANS FOR NEW PARK SYSTEM

Corcoran Art Gallery Exhibit Viewed by

Members of Congress and Cabinet

Open to Public Today-Re- port

oi Commission

President Roosevelt walked over to Cor
corn Art Gallery from the White House
yesterday afternoon anil Inspected the
plans and models and drawings of the
Parking Commission on exhibition there
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AVith Mrs Roosevelt all the members of
the Cabinet except Postmaster Generrl
Payne and a number of other persons
the President viewed the mlnile reproduc-
tion

¬

of Washington as it nor- - is and gazed
upon the beautiful orderly mcdel of the
National Capital as the Parking Commis ¬

sion hopes it will be when its work is a
reality

The work of the Parting Commission has
ever had a friend in President Roosevelt
His visit to the exhibit yesterday eo im ¬

pressed him that there is little doubt lie
will threw his influence to assist tho
tdaptlon of the report cf the rarking
Comrjission when it is brought up in Con-
gress

¬

The Presidents Active Interest
It was en active investigating interest

which the President displayed He was
thoroughly conversant with the plans of
the Commission before he went to the
Gallery to see the exhibit in the Lcmi
cycle but even at that he gained some
valuable pointers

Several members of the Cabinet ar- -

-

rived before the President They were
greeted by Senator McMillan chairman
of the Senate Committee on the District
of Columbia the stanchest friend In Con-

gress
¬

of the Parking Commission and the
Parking Commissions plans

It is in Senator McMillans committee
room at the Capitol that the Commission
las held its sessions and Senator M-
cMillans

¬

ready brain has conceded some
of the master ideas worked out by the
Commission

Tlie Tito Mlmir Clllrn
lie most notable part of the exhibit

Is that on tho two platforms In the
hcraleycle One of them is the Washing ¬

ton Oi today the city visitors call
the most beautiful in the United States
The is the Washington of the f-
uturethe

¬

city which the ParkingCommis
slon hopes to make a reality Down on
them both beats the glare from large
electric lamps above throwing into bold
relief the Government buildings nil
faithfully reproduced in miniature and
here and there a business repro-
duced

¬

with semblance to the original In
order that it may serve as a landmark

The President arrived about 3 oclock
He was accompanied by Mrs Roosevelt
Commander and Mrs Cowles Colonel
lilngham and Secretary Certclou They
nil walked up on the elevated platform
and looked dawn at the two mimic cities
Everybody seemed highly pleased with
the exhibit The President seemed espe-
cially

¬

to appreciate the points of the work
which were explained by Senator Mc-

Millan
¬

who stood at his elbow

Senator McMillan KmiIiiIiis
With Senator McMillan the President

ikltnmcd over the detail of the plans ask-

ing
¬

questions here and there then mak ¬

ing a suggestion and al the time thow
Int that he thoroughly understood the

plans of the Commission and was in ac-

cord
¬

with most of them
Secretary Root was fully as observant

as tho President Ho is another strong
friend of the Parking Commission and

J0

which

other

1Iiiim

LOOKING VEST FROM THE CAPITOL

has made many valuable suggestions It
is the Engineer Corps of the Army which
will bo called upon to do much of the
work if the plans of the Commission are
adopted

The other members of the Cabinet Sec ¬

retaries Gage Wilson Hitchcock Long
and Attorney General Knox walked
around therooms and examined the wish
drawings on the curved walls and recre d
over the boundaries of the model city lit
order to get a closer view of the Capital
that is to be and of the department head ¬

ings which the Parking Commissioners
have planned for them
3Sr Koosevelt Greatly Interested

Mrr-- RoofcvcH appeared to take quite
as an interest in the plans aR her hus-

band
¬

After remaining in the heraicycla
for a time the party walked rcross the
hall into the room where the drawings of
most of the proposed Government build-

ings
¬

arc bung
Then they went Into the small room

where under a bright electric light was
displayed the model of the Mall In the
exact reproduction of the Mall as It will
bo when the plans of the Commission aro

APPBOACH TO THE WASHINGTO N MONUMENT

worked out the President found much of
interest

The white shaft of the Monument a
distinguishable fcaturo always of the
models rises in the reproduction of the
Mall straight out from a large clump of
trees These trees arc made in such pro-

portion
¬

that they are in harmony with
tho Monument and other structures
near by

The President stood on the step be ¬

side the model and pointed out various
points and asked ouestions of Senator
McMillan and altogether seemed very
well satisfied with the miniature presen-
tation

¬

of the new Mall

rrcxldeiil Vlrni tlie Art Inllrrj Too
After that with Mrs Roosevelt lie

went back into the hemicycle and was

about to depart from the building when
he remarked that he had not recently
been through the Art Gallery He at
once rcsoUcd to view the gallery during
the few minutes left before the time of
his regular afternoon horseback lidc

Hcfore leaving the rooms where the cx- -
j Mbit Is displayed Mr Koofcetelt bade

good by to Stnator McMillan and ex ¬

pressed himself ni highly pleased with
the exhibit He was especially emphatic
in his assurances to that effect

The President and Mrs Rooscielt and
the others present tnen made a rapid tour
through the picture rooms en the second
floor of the gallery The party was fol-

lowed
¬

by numberof art students clad
In gingham painting gouns and Jackets
who had suspended their duties when they
heard of the Presidents arrival

AJ1 IlenNeil Willi Uililllt
Among others besdeH the President and

the Cabinet and those alieady named who
viewed the exhibit jestcrday afternoon
were Senator Galllnger of the Senate
Committee on the District of Columbia
and John II Procter President of the CIW1
Service Commission who Is a strong
friend of the Parking Commission Mr
Charle3 Moore Secretary of the Senate

THE TIMES WASHIHTO n

Committee on the District of Columbia
explained many of the points of the plans
and mcdcl3 to the distinguished visitors
None of the members of the Commission
v as present They aro all out of the
city

From 4 oclock until 0 in the evening
tho exhibit vas oDcn to members of Con
rress and the press and during those
hours a large number took advantage of
the opportunity to view the beauties of
the new Washington Almost without ex ¬

ception the throne of visitors expressed
pleasure and admiration for the work of
the Commission and the promise it con-
tains

¬

for the beautiful Capital City

Tubltc Admitted Todny
The pcneral public will bo admitted to

the exhibit this morning It was at first
proposed to have the plans shown free of
charge but later to avoid conflicting
with the rules of the gallery it was de-

cided
¬

to have the exhibition open under
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a

-

block

the same conditions of payment that gov-
ern

¬

the admission to tho gallery itself
On ths days when admission is charged
visitors to the gallery It will also be
charged for admission to the hemicyclc
where the plans aro displayed

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

Iiitrrcfttiiigr Dctnilrt of Ilan for Pro ¬

poned Wnshinsfoii larlc SyMem
The District Committee of tho Senate

yesterday received the formal report cf
the commission appointed to prepare
plans for the development and improve-
ment

¬

of the park system of the District
In Introducing the subject of the inves-

tigation
¬

the report of the committee
says

The city of Washington differs from
all other American cities in the fact that
in its original plan parks were laid out
as settings for public buildings Even
its broad avenues were arranged so as
to enhance the effect of the great edifices
of the nation and the squares at the In-

tersection
¬

of the wide thoroughfares were
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planned as sites for memorials to be
erected by the various States Parks in
the modern sense of large public recrea-
tion

¬

grounds there were none but small
areas designed to beautify the connections
between the various departments of Go-
vernment

¬
were numerous

Development of frlmn Section
During the nineteenth century how-

ever
¬

the development of urban lite and
the expansion of titles has brought Into
prominence other needs not rccoijnlzcd
a hundred years ago for large parks to
preserve artificially in our cities pas ¬

sages of rural or svlvan scenery and for
spaces adapted to various special formt
of recreation In the effort to provide
for these new nced3 instead of acquir-
ing

¬

additional lands Congress diverted
from their original purpose these already
set apart for the founders had been so
far sighted that there seemed to the
limited vlcv- - of their successors no pros-
pect

¬

that the Government buildings would
ever requnc so grand and larcc a ccl
tlng
Drniniid for Veu Itllitlc Knllrilues

Moreover durirg the century that lias
elapsed since the found ition of tlu city
the great space known as tie Mall which
was intended to form a unified connec-

tion
¬

between the Capitol and the White
House and to fjrnlsh sites for a certain
class of public buildings has been di ¬

verted from its original purposes and
cut Into fragments each rortion receiv ¬

ing a separate and individual informal
treatment thus sutstitutlng diversity for
harmcuy Moreover many reservations
have passed from public into private
ownership with the result that pubile
bulidingi have lost their appropriate sur-
roundings

¬

and new structures have been
built without that IjniUcape setting
which tho founders of the oil relied on
to give them beauty and dlginty

Now that the demand for new public

uMM I

biiluicgs and memorials has reached an
acute stage there has beentheaitatlon and
einbrnssmcn in locating them
of the uncertainty in securijnfe rjiprcrriate
sites The commission wa3thus brought
face to face with the problrTa f devlsin
such a pian as shall tend tjJrlstore that
unity el design Thich wad lbs funda ¬

mental conception of those who first laid
out tho city a3 n National Capital and
of forrjulatirg definite principles for the
placing of the future structures vhlch
m older to bccone effective demand both
a landscape scttinr and a visible orderly
l elation one to another for thrir mutual
support and enhancement u

To the unique problem cf devising a
way of return to the original plan of the
city cf WnsTiitigtor was rdded the task
of suggesting linc3 for tae development
of Ihoce large park3 which have beeu
obtained in recent jears either by pur ¬

chase or by reclamation of advising the
acquisition of such additional soaccs as
are deemed necessary to create a mod-
ern

¬

park system and of selecting for
purchase and improvement suitable con-
nections

¬

among the various park areas
A City of Great Importance

If Washington were not a nations
Capital in which the location of public
buildings is of the first Importance and
If the city Itself were not by Its very plan
tied to a historic past the problem would
be less complicated The very fact that
Washington and Jefferson lEnfant and
Elllcott and their immediate successors
drew inspiration from the worlds greatest
works of landscape architecture and of
civil adornment made it imperative to go
back to the sources of their knowledge
and taste in order to restore unity and
harmony to their creations and to guide
futuro development along appropriate
lines Indeed the more the commission
studied the first plans of the Federal City
tho more they became convinced that the
greatest service they couldTerform would
be dflnc by carrying to a legitimate con-
clusion

¬

tho comprehensive Intelligent
and jet slmplo and straightforward
scheme devised by LEnfant under the di-

rection
¬

of Washington and Jefferson

DISTRICT TOPOGRAPHY

Ilnn Important Part In I2nn for
llenntifj iiiK the Capital Citj

Continuing the report tells of the as-

sistance
¬

rendered tho commission by va-

rious
¬

officials and then goes on to state
the topographical conditions of the Dis-

trict
¬

The report says
The three outer sections of the Dis-

trict
¬

healthful and charming as country
are very ill adapted for ordinary urban
occupation and their use for such pur-
poses

¬

involves many difficult p cblems
which have not all been successfully
solved as yet

The most important feature of ho
Washington climate so far as it affects
the park problem is tho oppressive sum ¬

mer heat which the Government officials
and employes and other residents must
for tho most part undergo a factor which
seems to call strongly for four palliatives
tho maintenance of shade the preserva-
tion

¬

of many hilltops where breezes may
be caught the preservation of many of
the decpshady valleys in which the cooler
air appears to settle on summer after-
noons

¬

and the liberal use of fresh run-
ning

¬

water all about the city and Its
parks whether in tho form of springs
and brooks or of fountains aid baslnt

City Growing Rapidly
It should be remembered lrst that

Washington Is growing rapidly with the
grow Hi of the nation In numbers and
prosperity and second that its parkt
like its public buildings arc not to be
considered merely In reference to It resi ¬

dent population but In relation to the
millions of citizens from far and near
who come to Washingtqn expecting and
having a riht to expect that here at
the scat of government Ciey shall find
not merely what 13 considered good
enough in their workaday heme cities
where mo3t of the citizens energy must
perforce be spent on commercial strug-
gles

¬

but the very best that is to be had
In considering what might wisely be

added to the park system we have not
fixed upon any arbitrary proportion to
area or to estimated population but htvo
selected only those piacc3 which from
their natural conditions whether because
of sleepness inaccessibility or difficulties
of drainage or from their peculiar and
exceptional natural beauty seemed likely
to bring a smaller return to the com-
munity

¬

if used for the ordinary purposes
of privato occupancy than if used for
parks In order to have a sound basis
for our conclusions we have made care-
ful

¬

personal examinations of nearly all
parts of the District

MANY MORE PARKS NEEDED

Inreli ne of Sltet trged While I ami
3Inj lie Uitit Cheaply

Within the old city Umlt3 no addi-
tional

¬

small reservations aro needed but
in the remaining four fifths of tho Dis-
trict

¬

there are practically none as
against 270 In the city Distributed with
the same wise foresight as was shown by
the founders of theh city and with equal
liberality there should be some ten or
twelve hundred in the outlying district
Without adopting any such arbitrary rule
we can say that considerable numbers of
these minor spaces ougM now to bo se-

cured
¬

while much of the land Is selling
at acre prices In many cases there Is no
strong ground of choice among several
good areas in one neighborhood and the
final determination must depend very
largely upon the prices at which the sev-

eral
¬

parcels are offered by their owners
Aside from a few particularly airree

able groves the points that arc singled
out by natural conditions as especially
worthy of preservation are mainly hill-
tops

¬

from which extensive views may
be obtained

Mumre anil Circlet
Within the city there arc the report

says twenty five squares and circles be
tween one acre and twenty -- five acres
in extent and 273 ranging from one acre
down to 103 square feet Continuing the
report speaks of the value of there parks
but suggests improvements which will In-

clude
¬

more elaborate playgrounds regu-
lar

¬

out door gymnasia and games as
well as shady groves for the accommoda
tion of large crowds at band concerts
night illuminations vrlth lectiic foun-
tains

¬

pyrotechnic displays and a series
of basins for aquatic flower and othera
devoted especially to cvergieen winter
effects and very many arranged in all
their details with a view to giving the
maximum refreshment In tlto hot summer
wcatler by means of ehade well distrib ¬

uted and by means of gushing rippling
living water not in a series of repeated
ccnimonplaco forms but Infinite in Its
variations and when wisely used al-
ways

¬

full of a nev charm and refresh-
ment

¬

The Infomiu luny
On the subject of thj Potomac ejuay the

report says
Resinning at the site of the Lincoln

nicnorl iI at the westerly extremity of
the Mall a3 extended to the rotoiaae a
parkway should skirt he bank of the Po-

tomac
¬

to tho mouth of Reck Creek
A broad paved quay or landing place

should extend tho ihort lino out to the
deep main channel and present to the
river a smooth continuous vail instead
of Jutting piers which retard the current
and tend to cause shoaling ThW quay
thould be on a level with the adjacent
land which is likely to be occupied in the
future as at present by various indus
tnea using bulky water borne freight
sucii as coal yards eas works paving
concerns and the like to which the ma-

terial
¬

can be transferred from the quay
by wagons tram cars or bolt conveyorb
much ns it is now handled by the more
entcrpilsing abutters The park drive
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and promenade should be carried throujh
at tho landward side of the quay proper
betwem it and the commercial ebtabllsh
rccnts but at a higher level with fre ¬

quent arched openings underneath for the
transfer of goods ard possibly also for
storage purposes

Sepntxted Jy the difference in level
from ettv l conEict with the pleasure
tiavel iho activity of the water front
would rcaily add to tho interest of the
parkway and give a character to it pos ¬

sessed by no ether in this country In
sevoral European river citiea notably
Pario Vienna and Budapest there are
such combinations of a commercial quay
with a promenade at a higher level and
they form In mny cases the most popu-
lar

¬

and delightful resorts for the people
but in ro case ve believe aro the con ¬

ditions so favorable as at Washington
for elsewhere the abutting private land
and streets are invariably at the higher
level thus nrcrrsltating the trarsfer of
goods up occasional inclines and rcross
the promenade at grade whereas in thl3
case merchandise can be readily trans ¬

ferred at any point without the least
interference Letwcen business and pleas-
ure

¬

This quay treatment is proposed for
the entire stretch between Potoniac Park
and tho Pennsylvania Avenuo bridge
across Rock Creek 3 the lower portion
of the creek is a part of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal and Is a3 much a part of

the commercial water front as tho Poto-
mac

¬

Itself but above Pennsylvania Ave-
nuo

¬

entirely different conditions prevail
and a different treatment must be
adopted Moreover it is to be understood
that the accompanying section for the
quay is merely typical and would be mod-
ified

¬

at various points to meet local co-
nditionsat

¬

places by different arrange-
ments

¬

of the levels at places perhaps by
the omission of the street on the inner
side of the drive at nlaccs by different
arrangements of the levels at places per-
haps

¬

by the omission of the inner retain ¬

ing wail and the substitution of a bank
Tho precise line moreover of the quay
front and of the taking line can be fixed
only after a detailed survey with sound-
ing

¬

and foundation tests but in the main
the project here set forth is unquestion-
ably

¬

practicable and would provide at
once tho most convenient and most agree-
able

¬

treatment for the connection between
the parks and for the commercial water
front

It would be impossible If It should
ultimately be thought wise to continue a
similar treatment along the whole front
ago of Georgetown Harbor and thus to
arrange a continuous drive along the river
from rotomac Park past the Aqueduct
Bridge and by a ri3lrg grade to tho up-
per

¬

Potomac drive but such a construc- -

tlon would be so costly that it has not
been seriously contemplated tho more so
as the difficulties in the way of such an
undertaking are not likely to increase
with the passage of time

PLANS FOR ROCK GREEK AND ZOO

Board AIiiih u lrespn e Natural
Iieautie H of lliilh Inrl

Two radically different plans have
been suggested as alternatives in the
treatment of Rock Creek and its accom-

panying
¬

parkway between Pennsylvania
Avenue and Massachusetts Avenue

First To build a large covered mason-
ry

¬

culvert or sewer for the creek and to
fill around and over this structure so as
to cblleratc the valley and rai30 it to

the level of the adjacent lands con-

structing
¬

a parkway or boulevard upon

a portion of the filled land and subdi-

viding
¬

the remainder into streets and lots
for sale

Second To improve the present open
channel of the creek regrade 113 banks
and improve them for park purposes and
to construct roads and paths within the
park thus formed spanning thu valley
by fiequent street bridges to provide
close connection with Georgetown

Uevelopmeut of the Zoo

In the development of the Zoological

Park the report says thero arc two dan-

gers
¬

to bo guarded agalnat tho Introduc-
tion

¬

on the one hand of buildings or
other constructions or plantations of a
highly oiganized and formal character out
of harmony with tho character already
adopted and on the other the confusion
due to the scattering of numerous struc-
tures

¬

and features without any method
or massing Theie Is always tho danger
too In attempting picturesque and rugged
effects In a place resorted to by large
crowds that the accommodation for the

crowds will be made Insufficient through
fear of making the paths roads steps
and the like too conspicuous with the
result that the crowds overflow the places
made for them and reduce the whole
park to shabbinsss One of the most Im ¬

portant points therefore In the continued
Improvement of the Zoological Park is
to watch Its use carefully to forecast its
future use by larger crowds and to pro-
vide

¬

such accommodations that the peo ¬

ple will be led always to concentrate their
wear and tear on the places prepared to
withstand It leaving the remainder fresh
and wild lcoklug to give character to the
whole

Speaking of the Rn k Creek Read the
report says

Rock Creek Park occupies the valley
of the creek from the Zoological Park
northward to tho District line Including
an area of 1609 acres varying In width
from less than 300 yards to a little over
a mile with a total length of about four
miles The valley is crooked and nar-
row

¬

and flanked by steep high and thick ¬

ly v coded hills In the southern portion
of the park some of the hill tops are
comparatively level but with the excep-

tion
¬

of these limited plateaus and a few
narrow strips of bottom land nlong the
creek the whole area U hilly in the ex-

treme
¬

Most of tho land is timbered and
much of the wood is of considerable age
and beauty especially in the narrow and
gorge like portlon3 of the valley offering

LOOKING EAST FROM THE MEMOHIAL BHIDGE

somo very beautiful sylvan scenery This
has recently been mado accessible by a
macadamized road known as Beach
Drive along the creek from the Zoologi-
cal

¬

Park halfway to the northern end
connecting with the Military Road at that
point and continued by an earth road
which was very skillfully laid out has
brought a large number of visitors into
tho valley to enjoy the beauty of Its
scenery end as the toad is of limited
width there is danger ihat it may soon
become overcrowded if so 1 very serious
problem In the development of the park
will arise at onc

Broad ISrnncli ParUvrcy
The report then discusses Broad Branch

parkway as an entrance to Rock Creel
Park which it recommends the Fort
Renu Park the highest point In the Dis ¬

trict and the Soapstone parkway which
enters Broad Branch just where it joins
Rock Creek

As part of a through parkway the
report says the valley offers an op-

portunity
¬

for the drive to pa3s under
Connecticut Avenue with lt3 heavy and
swift suburban electric cars and ti riso
through the opener and broader slrcUh
to the west reaching by a slight turn ou
an easy grade one of the spurs of the

AEPltOACH TO THE MEMORIAL BHIDGE

high ridge in which the western portion
of the District culminates From this
point at an elevation of 310 feet Is tc be
obtained another extensive eastern view
down the valley and over Rock Creel
Park to Soldiers Home a view that might
well be marked by a terrace or concourse
especially as the character of the park-
way

¬

would change at this point from the
informal type aoproprlale In the wooded
valley to a fo rual avenue across the
high plateau the terrace thus making a
strong terminus for the latter and em-

phasizing
¬

the drop into tho valley
The formal section would be a widen ¬

ing of Yuma Street laid out but not con-
structed

¬

and would lead directly to a
circle at the Junction of Nebraska Ave-
nue

¬

and Wisconsin Avenue commonly
known a3 Tenley Road within 2000 feet
of the proposed Fort Reno Park the
hghest point In the District of Columbia
In connection with Nebraska Avenue ex ¬

tended a branch drive on easy grades
can easily bo provided to Fort Reno
this biinging it within pleasant reach of
Rock Creek Park and the city

POTOMAC PALISADES

Grnnilenr of Scenery Along Itlver to
Open Iy a Cliff Driveway

The Commission then takes up the sub-
ject

¬

of the Potomac Palisades and grows
eloquent in contemplation of the gran-
deur

¬

which tho fulfillment of this idea
will bring to the Capital of the Nation
Says the report

At the receiving reservoir grounds is
reached the gorge of the Potomac and the
popular Conduit Road which provides
the only way except by trolley cars to
see the gorge from bove As Its con-
struction

¬

was a merfi incident to the in-

stallation
¬

of the water supply the loca-
tion

¬

of the Conduit Road was not fixed
with legard to nesthetle effect but from
the fact that j many parts of Its course
It follows near the edge of the declivity
presenting very tine vtcvrs and because

Its crades aw renerallv mod It Is mora
j resorted to than any drive leading out

of the District except to Arlington w
believe that deliberate permanent pro-
vision

¬

should bo made for the ends that
are filled In a temporary and partial man-
ner

¬

by the Ccndult Road and that this
provision should take the form of what
might be called a cliff drive alonjr tho
Potomac including in the holdlcgs In
order to prevent objectionable occupancy
all tho unoccupied iteep land from tho
top of the bluff down to the river

A Street for Trade
At he upper or landward edge would

run a street for traffic and for houss
frontage next below would run the trol-
ley

¬

line altered In places from its pres-

ent
¬

location and then in the best posi ¬

tion to present the changing panorama
of the river would come the pleasure
drive and the promenade fitted to tho
steep and Irregular hillside by

slope and wall Still farther down
comes the picturesque canal and Its bor-

dering
¬

roadway and In places there might
be call for a road close down by the riv-
ers

¬

edge
Tho arrangement of these several

parts would vary with the varying condi-
tions

¬

of the bluff as 13 suggested In tho
accompanying typical sections but al-

ways
¬

the plunging views from the up- -

per lines would be fine Merely to pro ¬

vide for a street at the top of the slopo
Is net enough for although the land Is
for the most part too steep to have mucx
commercial value yet here and therm
ugly and offensive buildings arc likely to
creep in as they have done somewhat
In the past unless the slope U all ac-
quired

¬

with a view to consistent treat-
ment

¬
Years ago New York showed tho

way in the Riverside Drive and it Is
hlfh time that the example shjcld ba
followed here at least so far no con ¬

cerns the acquisition of the land
Sboutd Go Keyond District

But such a treatment of tie river sldo
logically ought not to stop at the Dis ¬

trict line Indeed the best of the scenery
He3 beyond especially in the ceiribcr
bood of Cabin John Bridge and in the re-

gion
¬

just about and below the Great
Falls The Great Falls of the Potoniic
considering their proximity to the Capital
arc quite as well worth preservation for
their grandeur and natural beauty as the
greater passages of scenery In the na-
tional

¬

parks of the West Even at pres-
ent

¬

when the only means of approach Is
by canal or over the hilly detour by which
the road Is carried around the most in ¬

teresting scenery the Washington publio

goes to the Great Falls in sufficient num
bcrs to maintain the pay bridge to tho
islands erected by private enterprise and
with Increased facilities of access tho
place is likely to become a deservedly
popular excursion

The falls form one of the greatest
cataracts of our Atlantic watershed and
while they themselves cannot be Injured
yet the great trees that once clothed their
bunks have been cut and in private hands
the surroundings may be so Injured as to
detract greatly from the beauty and gran-
deur

¬

of the scene Without interferine
with the future utilization of the water
power the surroundings of the Great
Falls on both sides of the river should la
our opinion be converted into a national
park to be connected with the city by a
continuous river drive

Rare and Ileantifnl Scenery
The beauty of the scenery along tha

route of this proposed noble riversidq
improvement is so rare and - tb minds
of the commission of so great value not
only to all Washington but to all visitors
American and foreign that it should be
safeguarded In every way No bulldlnc
should be allowed between the drives and
the river and no change should come to
pass in the character of the canal that
w ill tend to transform its primitive char ¬

acter and quaint beauty The canal has
a charm of Its own as half disclosed
and half revealed It winds among tho
trees and not the least part of this
charm so desirable to be preserved is
the slow old fashioned movement of tho
boats and of the people on and near thla
ancient waterway Already the canal Is
used aside lrom tho navigation ot com-

merce
¬

by pleasure seekers in canoes anut
by excursion parties in varlo is craft

More and more will tho canal be used
as an attractive route between the popu-

lous
¬

city and the natural charms of tho
picturesque region between Cabin John
Bridge and Great Falls The preservation
and continuance of tho canal In its orlj
inal character will thus add elements of

Continued on llfth Page


